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Research and Media Skills 
Blended into the Standards as 

To be ready for college, workforce training, and life in
a technological society, students need the ability to

gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, and report
on information and ideas, to conduct original research
in order to answer questions or solve problems, and to

analyze and create a high volume and extensive range
of print and non-print texts in media forms old and

new. The need to conduct research and to produce
and consume media is embedded into every aspect of

today’s curriculum. In like fashion, research and
media skills and understandings are embedded

throughout the Standards rather than treated in a
separate section.
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A Significant Challenge
Students with disabilities ― students eligible

under the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) ― must be challenged to excel

within the general curriculum and be prepared
for success in their post‐school lives, including

college and/or careers. These common
standards provide an historic opportunity to

improve access to rigorous academic content
standards for students with disabilities.

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/application‐to‐students‐with‐disabilities.pdf
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WHAT IS 
UDL?

Universal Design for 
Learning: A philosophy of 

curriculum design
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Definition . . .

• “A universally designed curriculum is
designed from the outset to meet the
needs of the greatest number of users,
making costly, time‐consuming, and
after‐the‐fact changes to curriculum
unnecessary.”
CAST, 2008
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UDL In the 
News:
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UDL Initiatives:
UDL is showing up in documents, such as:
• The National Education Tech Plan, 2010
• ARRA Applications
• RTTT Applications
• Common Core

• Upcoming Reauthorization of IDEA
• Upcoming Reauthorization of ESEA

“Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Initiatives on the Move,”
National Center on Universal Design for Learning, May 2012
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Representation
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Kahn Academy
• 700 micro lessons

• math, history, healthcare, 
medicine, finance, 
physics, chemistry, 
biology, astronomy, 
economics, cosmology, 
organic chemistry,  
American civics, art 
history, 
macroeconomics, 
microeconomics, and 
computer science
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Gooru.org
• A free search engine
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Adobe PDF Reader

• Reads unlocked PDFs 
out loud 
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Thinglink.com
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Read and Write for Google
(30 day trial . . .)

Thursday, November 7, 13



Google Chrome 
SpeakIt!

• Chrome Web Store

• SpeakIt!  Will read any 
highlighted text open in 
Chrome
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Expression
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Simple Dictation in 
Google

• Add extension in 
Chrome store

• Click the microphone 
and record.

• Either cut and paste into 
document or email
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Blabberize.com

• Take photo

• Make it interactive

• Record what you have 
learned. 

Thursday, November 7, 13



TarheelReader.org

• Author books online to 
be published

• Search books that 
other’s have published

• University of North 
Carolina - Charolette
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Engagement
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Google Lit Trips

• http://
www.googlelittrips.com/
GoogleLit/Home.html
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Fake Face Book

• www.classtools.net/FB/
home-page

• Create a Fake Facebook 
Page to demonstrate 
mastery of a topic

• Tutorial on website
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Shmoop.com

• Free options: 
Guides and 
videos 

• Premium 
options: Test 
Prep
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Google ResearchClick on Tools
Then Research
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WHAT IS DI?

Differentiated Instruction: 
A Teaching Philosophy
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WHAT IF STUDENTS 
ARE STILL 

STRUGGLING?

Technology’s role in a tiered 
intervention system
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ASSISTIVE 
TECHNOLOGY?
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